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$TOP THE COAL TRAINS RUNNING THROUGH THE NIGHT—ZERO TOLERANCE—IRRESPONSIBLE SCOTLAND

Residents cannot sleep at night due to
excessive noise and vibration from
freight trains traveling at speed with
thousands of tonnes of coal. The
situation Is unhealthy. Every wagon
has 100 tonnes of coal, and
screeches like a ghostly sound from
hel, each time a wagon passes.
There are 23 wagons. Sleep depriva-
tion amounts to torture. Sleep is a
basic human right.  The 2,300 tonne
coal train passes through 24 times per
day, mainly through the night. Might
trips are set 1o increase. At a packed
Logie Kirk Hall at Causewayhead, on
16th February, aver 200 people gath-
ered to express therr views on the
matter. The Chair could not keep
proper order, and a number walked
out before the end. . disgusted. The
panel representation was [MNetwark
Rail, Transport Scotland, Stirling and
Clackmannan Councils, the latter the
‘promoter’.  Mone of the representa-
tives accepted any responsibility,
however ‘collectively” and importantly
legally, THEY ARE RESPONSIBLE.

Local MSP Richard Simpson probed
the panel, exposed numerous flaws,
as did members of the publc. Dr
Simpson pushed Network Rails rep
Ron McCauley who completely re-
fused Dr Simpson's request (twice) to
take the matter away merely to
‘consider’.  Locals were utterly dis-
gusted and could not believe the attit-
tude. The public have been misled.
Only half @ dozen freight trains were
to run through the day. Assurances
hawve been exploited by the collective
operators. Mr McCauley refused to
dispute a challenge from the public
that an insider at Network Rail had
confirmed even more trains wil run
through the night in the future. The
panel representatives {most sat back)
refused to even consider reducing the
speed of the ftrains, which is stil
unlikely to reduce the noise and vibra-
tion to an acceptable level. Calls from
members of the public included shouts
of ‘liars’ and many argued their inabil-
ity to sleep at night is causing stress
and mental health problems. Resi-
dents living from 4 metres to over 150
metres from the line can feel vibration.

Too close for comfort for an uninterrupted nights sleep, the heavy coal
trains rumhle past day and night and buildings are set to crumble.
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Astonishingly, the collective organisations attitude appears to he to fight the public with Q¢’s and ignore the issues.



